Scripture Union (SU) training. Holy Trinity, Clapham: 7 May 2008
Training by Alastair: trainman@scriptureunion.org.uk or 01908 856044

Romans 15v4: For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
2 Timothy 3v15: …from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Be passionate:

· Know your Bible (how it fits together, etc). Make your own Bible timeline (perhaps using jigsaw shapes with the key Bible stories which kids can walk along each week)

· Love God’s Word – use Wordlive for your own encouragement http://www.scriptureunion.org.uk/23837.id
· Pray for passion (kids see that). Practise what you preach!

Be real:

· Create structure (if kids know where they stand they feel secure). If you are facing behavioural problems, look at your structure. Refer to SU booklet ‘Top Tips on Handling difficult behaviour - practical pointers for anyone working with children’. You can borrow this from the Remarkables cupboard!
· Create a relaxed atmosphere. Look at Jesus’ rabbinical model – walking about with His disciples
· Honesty is the best policy – if you don’t know the answer say you will find out
· NB under 5s know if you don’t like them – work with somebody else if that is the case!!!
Be relevant:

· Think about presentation: planning time together as a team
· Manage the group – team; team members; the kids
· Application, application, application – not just colouring in. Find out about & reflect on different learning styles. Use different methods each week. Experiment. Get the kids to do the teaching! (Hayley had a thought that if you were feeling brave you could ask an experienced teacher to come into your session to do some constructive ‘consulting’ on your methods!)
Faith development
Activities in Light (Bubbles; Splash; and Xstream) are based on an element of the faith development wheel. Look out for these in your leaders’ guide:

· Having needs met;

· Learning to trust;

· Building relationships;

· Values;

· Atmosphere;

· Hearing about God;

· Application; and

· Developing faith.

First kids run through the cycle from ‘top’ to ‘bottom’ with adults; then with God. Audit your group. Consider where they are at. Choose activities which build faith!
