OH NO, I’M LEADING THE BIBLE STUDY TONIGHT!
When preparing a passage it’s all about the questions.  Those we ask ourselves when studying the passage, and those we ask the group to help them get the most out of the discussion.

Studying the Passage
We have to discover what it meant then, before we can explore what it means for us now...

Start by asking yourself some basic questions:

· What does this passage tell me?

· What is the main point of the passage?

· Can I write it down in one sentence?

· Is there a key verse?

Then ask more inquisitive questions:

· What surprises me in this passage?

· Why does it say this?

· Why does it put it in this way?

· What doesn’t it say?

· Why not?

· How does this passage fit into the flow of the book?

· What comes just before and after it?

Preparing questions for the session

Avoid questions:

· That are too hard, too obscure or too long.

· That can be answered with yes or no!
· That can be answered without looking at the passage.

· That are too personal – especially if the group is new.

Devise questions to achieve a plan – take the group where you have been:

· What’s your way in?  Plan your intro.  A point of contact that will connect everyone to the passage and get them interested.
· Fact finding questions – what? where? who?
· get your group looking at detail.
· Discovery questions - finding the meaning why?

· ‘good what’s will lead to good why’s’

· Follow up questions – follow an answer with a further question that digs a little deeper. 

· Application questions – so what?

· what does this mean to us? How might this affect us today?  How would you put this into practice?
LEADERSHIP TIPS:

· Don’t answer your own questions. Either rephrase your question or give a clue to your answer.

· Don’t do all the talking. You should be doing the least! You’re not a teacher to instruct but a chairperson to draw them out.

· Start with an opening thought or ice-breaker but don’t give a long lecture.

· Turn to experienced members of the group if the start is slow.

· Involve every member of the group. Encourage the timid, quieten the talkative, challenge the glib, focus the scatterbrained, and redirect the red-herrings!

· Don’t feel you need to have all the answers. Leave difficult problems till later to either discuss at the end or agree to go away and research during the week. 

· Stick to the passage. Discourage cross-references which nearly always confuse or distract.

· Don’t squash people. Try to be encouraging and positive about even the most wildly incorrect statement.

· Be creative – occasionally break into smaller groups to discuss and then feedback.

· Watch the time. Keep it short and lively!

PRAYING IN THE PASSAGE:

· Encourage everyone to keep their Bibles open at the passage.

· Encourage them to use the words in the passage as they pray.

· Encourage simple prayers using the verses.

· Encourage everyone in the group to pray.
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