WORSHIP IN SMALL GROUPS
1. Musicademy

A great resource for sung worship in small groups. 54 backing tracks on DVD with on-screen words and themed song set lists.  Find out more at www.worshipbackingband.com
2. 4 Chord Worship

A capo is a handy way of extending your repertoire of guitar led worship songs.  As a beginner guitarist you can play a wide range of songs with your basic open chord knowledge and a capo!

3. Worship with the Psalms 

Have small group members take turns reading Psalms out loud each week, then pray in response. Instruct them to speak their praise from the Psalms.  Some good Psalms for this are 23, 27, 103.
or

Choose an appropriate Psalm and have each person read a verse, or alternate verses where one person reads a verse and the group responds by reading the next verse in unison. Remember to stress listening to the words and worshipping God through them. Read with expression and from the heart. An example Psalm for this is Psalm 40.
4. Silence

Silence is slowly becoming a luxury in our busy culture – and it is in the quiet place that God often speaks to us. Encourage your group to embrace the quiet between prayers and songs/psalms and use it to focus on God. 
Use Psalm 136 as a responsive reading. Have one person speak the descriptive verse and the group responds with the repeating verse. Read from the heart. Have a time of silence before the Lord to hear His voice and worship. Have paper, watercolors, scrap art available for people and encourage journaling.
5. Music, Media and Creative

There are plenty of great free media resources that we can utilize in leading a time of small group worship.  The Bible Experience (www.inspiredby.com), Spotify and even YouTube have plenty of great material for reflective worship.
Practical: Reflective worship with music – Creating space for words, pictures and prayer.
Change your posture – something as simple as getting on our knees or even lying down on the floor in an attitude of worship can aid us in expressing worship to God.  All over the Old and New Testaments we see examples of this, and quite often a physical act of submission is the first step to worshipping in spirit. 
Select an appropriate piece of music and encourage the group to find a place in the room to kneel down and quiet themselves before God.  Again, have paper, watercolors, scrap art available for people to respond, write down prayers, sketching etc.

6. Worship to Evangelism

There is a wonderful tension between Awe for God/Action for life – Experience/Obedience – Emotion/The Mind – Passion/Practice.
Our worship should take us beyond ourselves to experiencing God, and yet still be grounded in God’s truth, leading to obedience – our lives making a difference for him! 
As an act of worship ask each person in the group to start praying for a person or couple who they know is in need of Christ.  Get everyone to write their names on a sheet of paper and put them up somewhere in the room – take some time weekly or monthly to discuss how conversations are going, encourage one another and pray for the names represented. This is a wonderful way to stay mission focused in our worship. 
For any help or guidance on how to worship creatively in small groups please contact quin.delport@stmarks-battersea.org.uk
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